side and a second side, the knife holder comprising: 

a first clamping portion adapted to receive the first side of the knife; 

a second clamping portion adapted to receive the second side of the knife 
and to pivot about said pivot point; and 

a clamping mechanism coupled to said second clamping portion and 
adapted to pivot said second clamping portion about said pivot 
point for clamping the knife between said first and said second 
clamping portions, said first clamping portion being fixedly 
disposed above said base, said second clamping portion being 
disposed between said first clamping portion and said base, 
wherein said second clamping portion is adapted to pivot about 
said pivot point in response to movement of said clamping 
mechanism. 

14. The knife holder of claim 13, wherein said first clamping portion and said second 
clamping portion include complementary pinch-off surfaces adapted to be spaced apart in a first 
relative position, and to make contact in a second relative position wherein, in cooperation with 
said pivot point, said pinch-off surfaces fixedly maintain said second clamping portion between 
said first clamping portion and said base. 
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16. The knife holder of claim 13, wherein said clamping mechanism includes a 
threaded fastener having an end, wherein said first clamping portion is adapted to threadingly 
receive said threaded fastener so that said end extends beyond said first clamping portion for 
coupling to said second clamping portion. 

Please add the following claims: r -.y 

3 9. J ^ !The knife holder of claim 16, wherein said first c^^|^ortion and said second 
clamping ^ portion m^ pinch-off surfaces adapted ^ iLlspaceS apart in a first 

relative positi^ in a second relative position wherein, in cooperation with 

said pivot point," said pinch-off surfaces fixedly maintain said second clamping portion between 
said first clamping portion and said base. 

20. - The knife holder of claim 1 9, wherein said pinch-off surfaces are further adapted 
in said second relative position of said clamping portions to close off open space in the knife 
holder that is disposed behind the knife. 

21. The knife holder of claim 14, wherein said clamping mechanism includes a 
threaded fastener having an end, wherein said first clamping portion is adapted to threadingly 
receive said threaded fastener so that said end extends therebeyond for coupling to said second 
clamping portion. 


Page 3 - PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT - SN 09/705,379 



22. A chipping apparatus comprising: 

a disc rotatable in a cutting plane; 

a knife holder attached to said disc; and 

at least one knife having a first side and a second side; said knife holder 
including a base defining a pivot point, a first clamping portion adapted to 
receive the first side of the knife, a second clamping portion adapted to 
receive the second side of the knife and to pivot about said pivot point and 
a clamping mechanism coupled to said second clamping portion and 
adapted to pivot said second clamping portion about said pivot point for 
clamping the knife between said first and said second clamping portions, 
said first clamping portion being fixedly disposed above said base, said 
second clamping portion being disposed between said first clamping 
portion and said base, wherein said second clamping portion is adapted to 
pivot about said pivot point in response to movement of said clamping 
mechanism. 

23. The knife holder of claim 22, wherein said first clamping portion and said second 
clamping portion include complementary pinch-off surfaces adapted to be spaced apart in a first 
relative position, and to make contact in a second relative position wherein, in cooperation with 
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said pivot point, said pinch-off surfaces fixedly maintain said second clamping portion between 
said first clamping portion and said base. 

24. The knife holder of claim 23, wherein said pinch-off surfaces are further adapted 
in said second relative position of said clamping portions to close off open space in the knife 
holder that is disposed behind the knife. 



25. The knife holder of claim 22, wherein said clamping mechanism includes a 
threaded fastener having an end, wherein said first clamping portion is adapted to threadingly 
receive said threaded fastener so that said end extends therebeyond for coupling to said second 
clamping portion. . .. '^s.,*&M*C ••' 
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